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Early Breakfast, Cereals, Pankages, Express Coffee, Ice Cream,
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Things Fall Apart, the classic novel by Nigerian-born
Chinua Achebe, of the encounter between Africa and
Europe and the tragic dimensions of that clash, marks
its 50th anniversary of publication this year.

- According to his family hierarchy in Guinea, IBé should
not be performing spoken word poetry. Poems in Guinea
are usually recited to uplift the spirit of others.

BY NDZE NTUV EVARISTUS TUNKA

Minnesota has witnessed a great
influx of immigrants within the last
three decades.
With this influx,
has been a
s i g n i f i c a n t
contribution to
the state’s
e c o n o m y .
Immigrants have
contributed to
rising markets,
which have still
yet to be tapped
by the rest of the
community. It is
against this
backdrop that
Richard Aguilar-
President and
CEO of Aguilar
Productions has
taken upon
himself and his
o rgan i za t i on ,
with the help of a
d e d i c a t e d
sponsorship to
e x p a n d
i m m i g r a n t
markets.

It was to recognize the tremendous
support received from the sponsors
in promoting multicultural markets
that the City of St. Paul through its
honorable Mayor Chris Coleman
awarded certificates to these
sponsors for such input to build the
economic power of the state of
Minnesota and the City of St. Paul in
particular. The awardees were The
Twins, US Bank, African Chamber of
Commerce, American Family

Insurance, and Centennial Mortgage
Financing.

Speaking at the award ceremony in
his office, Mayor Coleman stated that
the goal of the City of St. Paul was to
reach out to the emerging immigrant
markets, recognize their
contributions, and partner with them
to ensure that quality services and
opportunities are expanded to
everyone in the community. The
Mayor also noted that with the
growing diversity in the City in
particular and the state in general, it

was important that these immigrants
markets are promoted and explored.

To reiterate the Mayor’s call for the
promotion of immigrant and
multicultural markets, Aguilar said
immigrants represent a 400 billion
dollar market power across the U.S.,
stating it as one of the reason’s his
c o m p a n y  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o
promoting such and emerging
market.

M a r t i n  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
African Chamber of Commerce

(L-R) CARLOYN GILB OF AMERICAN LIFE INSURANCE, MARTIN MOAHMMED, PRESIDENT OF AFRICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
READUS FLETCHER, DIRECTOR OF MINORITHY BUSINESS, SAINT PAUL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ANGLE BURKHLTER. CITY

OF  SAINT PAUL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMETN, COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR, ANDY SANDKAMAP, PRESIDENT OF CONTINENTIAL

MORTGAGE, PATRICK KLINGER, PRESIDENT OF MINNESOTA TWINS, MARY CRUS. U.S.BANK EMERGING MARKET DIRECTOR

AND  STEPHENIE OF  CITY OF SANT PAUL

b e f o r e  a c c e p t i n g  h i s  a w a r d
appealed  tha t  there  was  d i re
need for  an  immediate  s tudy
t o  e v a l u a t e  t h a t  m a r k e t

c a p a b i l i t y  o f
m i n o r i t y
m a r k e t s .  H e
s a i d  m o s t
i m m i g r a n t s
w h o  c o m e  t o
t h e  U . S .  d o
no t  know the
system,  and i t
i s  only  throu-
gh such educ-
a t i o n a l
i n i t i a t i v e s
tha t  they  can
b e  a b l e  t o
h a r n e s s  t h e i r
c o n t r i b u t i o n
t o  t h e  e c o n -
o m i c  v i t a l i t y
o f  n o t  j u s t
t h e m -s e l v e s ,
b u t  a l s o  o f
the Ci ty.

I t  i s  n o
d e n y i n g  t h a t
i m m i g r a n t
a n d / o r
minori ty  mar-
k e t s  c r e a t e  a

w e a l t h  o f  e c o n o m i c
d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t i e s .  M i n n e s o t a  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  s t a t e s  t h a t
have embarked on exploi t ing
the  economic s t rength  of  i t s
m i n o r i t i e s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h
partnerships  with local  Ci t ies
a n d  o t h e r  c o m p a n i e s ,
m i n o r i t y  m a r k e t s  a r e  b e i n g
promoted as  thei r  emergence
grows.
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P. Chinedu Nwaneri, Esq.
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Send your money here & recieve
$2 FREE  phonne card to call your

family & friend to notify them.

Brooklyn Park, MN – In a ceremony
that took place recently in Brooklyn
Park’s City Hall was sworn  in the
new Police Chief of the city, the
fourth of the Brooklyn Park city,
Michael Davis.

Davis comes to Brooklyn Park from
the Minneapolis Police Department,
where he was most recently a sector
lieutenant and shift commander in the
Phillips Community.  During his 15
years with Minneapolis Police
Department, he served in a variety of
roles, including work in the internal
affairs unit, family violence unit and
patrol.

Davis also worked in the Phillips
neighborhood of South Minneapolis
which draws similar mix of
communities such as that of
Brooklyn Park City.

In this nomination, Davis will be the
first African American Chief in
Brooklyn Park Police Departement.

Davis won over 45 other candidates
who applied the job including Grep
Roehl, the current acting Interim
Chief. Nearly have of the applicants
got interviews.

Davis has a Master of Arts degree in
Organizational Management and a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminal
Justice, both from Concordia
University. He completed his
associated degree at Normandale
Community College before that.
Davis  is a Brooklyn Park resident .

“He was selected as police chief after
a very competitive nationwide
search.” said Mary Tan in a press

release sent to the African News
Journal.

The new chief replaces Wade Setter,
who retired in August, after more
than 28 years in the department.

Brooklyn Park Police provides the
Community Service Officers (CSO)
program. The CSO program is an
apprenticeship environment for the
College students enrolled in law
enforcement studies. The city says,
since the introduction of the
program , a number of the people
who served as CSO’s were
successful in appointed to police
officer positions.

The Community Service Officers
responsibilities include: the
enforcement of parking, junk
vehicles and animal ordinances, the
writing of routine and animal related
reports, performing errands for the
city, transporting vehicles for
service, and providing traffic control
assistance.
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MICHAEL DAVIS


